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It was designated as a primitive area because of its 
abundance of wild life, its exceptional natural scenic 
beauty, its remoteness, and the absence of all evi- 
dence of modern civilization. There are no roads 
within the unit and me will be built. The only 
practical means of travel is afoot or with saddle 
horse and pack outfit, over trails that extend to the 
principal parts of the area. No summer homes or 
resorts will be permitted. 

Timber, consisting principally of Engelmann 
spruce and lodgepole pine, covers about two thirds 
of the area. In this region snow in winter reaches 
a depth of from 6 to 10 feet, so the principal value 
of this timber is for watershed protection. Con- 
servative grazing and timber cutting will be per- 
mitted within primitive areas, since neither of these 
interferes with the purpose for which the area is 
being managed. 





F-258105 
Mount Zirkel, within the Mount Zirkel-Dome Peak Primitive Area 


FISH AND GAME 


The Routt Forest affords good fishing in many 
of its larger streams and lakes. These are kept well 
stocked by the State fish hatcheries at Steamboat 
Springs and Walden, and the Federal hatchery at 
Saratoga, Wyo. 

A herd of elk, numbering about 1,200 head, uses 
the headwaters of the South Fork of Elk River 
within the Mount Zirkel-Dome Peak Primitive 
Area. Deer, bear, and small game are also common 
within the forest. 





The Forest Service has spent considerable time and money putting 
up signs for the benefit of the public; please leave them unmutilated 
and undisturbed. 


Le careful with fire in the woods 
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ENGELMANN spRuCcE (Picea engelmannii) —The new- 
growth twigs are covered with soft, short hair. 
Needles less rigid and sharply pointed than 
those of blue spruce; green, dark blue, or pale 
steel blue. Cones 1 to 2 inches long. Bark is a 
dark reddish brown and separates in the form 
of rounded scales. Main trunk in contrast to 
blue spruce is smooth and clean. Named after 
a German botanist. 


Bivue spruce (Picea pungens).—The new-growth 
twigs are always smooth. Needles stiff, with 
sharp points, varying in color from silvery blue 
to green. Cones from 2 to 4 inches long, averag- 
ing twice the length of Engelmann spruce cones. 
Bark of mature trunks gray and deeply fur- 
rowed. Main trunk always has numerous short 
twigs pushing out between branches. Speci- 
mens of blue spruce and Engelmann spruce can 
be found almost identical in color. 


Axprne Fir (Abies lasiocarpa) —Blunt, flat leaves, 
about 1 to 134 inches long, without any stem where 
they join branches. Soft to the touch and fragrant. 
Needles tend to turn upward. Cones 2% to 4 inches 
long, dark purple; unlike those of other conifers, 
stand erect. When ripe in the fall the cones fall to 
pieces, leaving only the central stalk on the branches, 
Bark smooth, grayish white, becoming furrowed in 
mature trees. Blisters containing liquid pitch or 
balsam found on smoother bark. Tree has a sharp, 
spirelike crown. Usually found mixed with Engel- 
mann spruce at the higher altitudes. 


Dovetas Fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia)—Though 
similar in name, this species has no direct connection 
with the true fir. Flat leaves, 34 to 11% inches long, 
with a short stem that joins them to the branches. 
Cones with three-pronged bracts protruding from 
between the cone scales. Cones persistent and fall 
off the tree whole. Buds are sharp-pointed, shiny, 
smooth, red-brown. 


JUNIPER oR Cepars.—T wo species. Cones reduced 
to small fleshy berries. Needles reduced to little 
green scales attached closely to the twigs, though 
sometimes spreading and about one-half inch long, 
making twigs very prickly to the touch. 





Let’s keep our national forests as we do our lawns, not as we do 
our city dumps 
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Two tracts, known as the Cameron Pass and State 
Line Game Refuges, have been designated by the 
State for the protection and propagation of the wild 
life and game animals within their boundaries. All 
hunting and fishing is under the jurisdiction of the 
State Fish and Game Commission. State laws fix 
the open season for fishing and hunting. 


SANITATION 


A clean camp ground is far more attractive than 
one strewn with tin cans and other kinds of refuse. 
The unsightliness, however, is less serious than the 
insanitary condition it indicates, Carelessness in dis- 
posing of rubbish is a menace to public health; 
therefore, all visitors are requested to follow the 
health rules printed in this folder. 


FIRE PREVENTION 


There are many large areas on the forest which 
show scars of forest fires. All of the large burns 
are the result of fires which occurred years ago be- 
fore any of the forested areas in the West were 
protected. The large burn on Rabbit Ears Pass, 
along the Victory Highway, occurred in 1879. Sys- 
tematized efforts in recent years have reduced both 
the frequency and the extent of fires. During the 
24 years since organized fire protection was started, 
a total of 1,394 acres of public land within this 
forest have been burned, or an average annual loss 
of 58 acres. However, 57 percent of this area burned 
in 1910 so that the loss for the average year has 
been much less. During seven years there were no 
fires and in eight other years the loss did not exceed 
10 acres annually. Most of the fires that have oc- 
curred on the Routt were the result of human care- 
lessness. Nineteen out of 183 fires from 1909 to 1932 
were caused by lightning. 

The success of fire-prevention efforts depends to a 
very large extent upon cooperation of the public in 
exercising constant care with all forms of fire in the 
forest. Many camp fires are abandoned as extin- 
guished after the application of a few cupfuls of 
water, while deep in the surrounding leaf mold live 
coals are left. These often burn to the surface later 
and cause destruction of valuable timber and the ex- 
penditure of public funds for fire fighting. Be sure 
your camp fire is out by using plenty of water. Use 
a stick or shovel to mix the ashes, embers, and earth 
with the water until all is well puddled. 

Burning tobacco or a match thoughtlessly thrown 
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Rocxy Mountain rep cepar (Juniperus scopu- 
lorum).—Berries about the size of small peas, 
bark scaly, dark reddish brown, or gray tinged 
with brown, twigs slender and graceful, heart- 
wood red. Distinguished from the Utah juniper 
as the Rocky Mountain red cedar, usually has 
two seeds, while the other usually has but one; 
berries are bluish or black, while those of the 
other species are reddish brown in color. Ber- 
ries mature in 2 years. 


Uran JUNIPER (Juniperus utahensis).—Berries 14 
to 44 inch long. Bark ashy gray, about 14 inch 
thick, broken into long thin scales. Wood light 
brown, with nearly white sapwood. Berries are 
reddish brown, have one or rarely two seeds, 
mature in 2 years. A small bushy tree, rarely 
over 20 feet high. 





F-199639 


Stand of quaking aspen timber 





It is easier to prevent than to extinguish forest fires. Be careful 
with your camp fire, your match, and your cigarette. 
Put out your camp fire with water 
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away may drop into dry leaves or grass and start 
fires. Avoid starting such fires by equipping your 
automobile with an ash receiver and refraining from 
smoking when in the woods. 

Both State and Federal laws impose penalties on 
those who are careless with fires on forested areas. 
Evidence of such carelessness should be reported to 
forest officers, 





F-174438 
The spring “ break-up ” on the Middle Fork of the Elk River, near 
the Seed House Camp Ground 
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BROADLEAF TREES 


Aspen (Populus tremuloides).—Flat, nearly heart- 
shaped leaves about 2 inches across, that trem- 
ble characteristically in a breeze. Bark whitish 
or very pale green, smooth with black scars 
where branches have dropped off. Trees rarely 
more than 60 feet high. (Commonly called 
quaking aspen, or “ quakers ” locally.) 


NarROWLEAF Corronwoop (Populus angustifolia) — 
Usually a tall tree, 40 to 60 feet high. Bark 
dark gray, heavily ridged half or two thirds 
of the way up the tree; above that, smooth, pale 
green. Leaves %4 to 1% inch wide by 2 to 3 
inches long, very similar to willow leaves. 


Axper (Alnus tenuifolia)—Found along and over- 
hanging the streams, usually in clumps, several 
trees growing from the same root, frequently 4 
to 6 inches in diameter and 15 to 25 feet high. 
Leaves large and sharply double-toothed. Ma- 
tured seed-bearing fruit noticeable in winter. 


MounTAIN OR DWARF MAPLE (Acer glabrum) — 
Usually a shrub, but frequently 20 to 30 feet 
high. Has paired opposite buds, sharjly lobed 
leaves, light-gray bark, and paired winged seed. 
Leaves 1 to 2 inches long, opposite each other. 


Witows (Salix sp.) —The common shrub of creek 
bottoms. Usually narrow, sharp-pointed leaves. 
Some willows attain a diameter of 4 inches and 
a height of 15 to 25 feet. Buds are covered by 
a single scale or covering. 


WESTERN SERVICEBERRY (Amelanchier alnifolia) — 
Leaves silvery, sharply toothed toward the end, 
and alternate on branches. Trees, or more often 
shrubs, 6 to 15 feet high. Flowers white and in 
clusters. Five hard seeds in each berry. Ber- 
ries edible, nearly black when ripe. 


WESTERN CHOKE CHERRY (Prunus demissa)—Clus- 
tered flowers and fruit. Alternate leaves, 
sharply pointed. Bark, leaves, and seed bitter. 
Fruit black. Tree, or more often a shrub, 3 to 
15 feet high. 


Sorvus oak (Quercus sp.) —Usually a shrub, rarely 
over 15 feet high. Alternate.leaves, smaller at 
the base than at the ends, with deep lobes; fre- 
quently drying on the tree and remaining over 
winter, Fruit a short, pointed acorn. Forms 
dense thickets at lower elevations. Often valu- 
able for fence posts. 
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SIX RULES FOR HEALTH PROTECTION 


1. Purification —Mountain streams will not purify 
themselves in a few hundred feet. Boil or 
chlorinate all suspected water. 


2. Garbage.—Burn or bury all garbage, papers, tin 
cans, and old clothes. 


3. Excretions.—Bury a foot deep all human excre- 
ment, at least 200 feet from streams, lakes, or 
springs. 

4, Washings.—Do not wash soiled clothing, uten- 
sils, or bodies in streams, lakes, or springs. 
Use a container and throw dirty water on the 
ground away from the water supply. 


5. Toilets.—Use public toilets where available. 
They are properly located. Toilets should be 
at least 200 feet from streams and not in 
gulches. 


6. Obeying laws.—Observe rules and endeavor to 
have others do the same. National and State 
laws impose heavy penalties for health-law 
violations. Report all violations or insanitary 
conditions (including dead animals) to the 
nearest health officer or United States Forest 
Service officer. 





F-180530 
Forest fires in the United States, 85 percent of which are man-caused, 


have left in their wake a desert'of many millions of acres 





When you clean fish don’t throw the refuse in the streams; some- 
one may be camped below you, or you may some time wish 
to camp below on the same stream 
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WATERSHED PROTECTION 


Four rivers and their tributaries drain the for- 
est—the Little Snake River on the northwest, the 
Yampa on the west, the Colorado on the southwest, 
and the North Platte on the east. Of these, only 
the North Platte lies on the eastern slope of the 
Continental Divide, and 85 percent of the area 
drains into the Colorado River Basin. An adequate 
forest cover is necessary for the protection of these 
watersheds from erosion and to assure a continuous 
and regular stream flow. The water supplied from 
the forest is used for irrigating valuable agricul- 
tural lands which without water would be valueless. 
Many towns adjacent to the Routt Forest also rely 
upon this watershed for their water supply. 


MINING 


Placer gold was discovered at the base of Hahns 
Peak in 1864 by a prospector named Way. He told 
Joseph Hahn of his discovery, and in 1866 the two 
organized a party of miners and established a 
settlement near the present town of Hahns Peak. 
Prospecting and mining have continued in this 
vicinity for many years. Such operations are per- 
mitted by Federal statutes on forest lands, and tim- 
ber needed for mineral development may be cut 
without charge on mining claims. 

The Yampa coal field is located in the Yampa 
(Bear) River Valley, adjacent to the forest. The 
more valuable coal beds cover an area of about 1,200 
square miles. This area is roughly triangular in 
outline and lies between Lay Post Office, Sand 
Mountain, and Yampa Village. The town of Hay- 
den is near the center of the field, while Steamboat 
Springs is about 10 miles east of the border of the 
field. Much of the timber for these mines comes 
from the Routt Forest. 





Hereford cattle on forest range 
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Equip your car with an ash receiver as an extra precaution against 
starting a fire in the forest 





SIX RULES FOR PREVENTING FIRE IN 
THE FORESTS 


1. Matches.—Be sure your match is out. Break it 
in two before you throw it away. 


2. Tobacco.—Be sure that pipe ashes and cigar or 
cigarette stubs are dead before throwing them 
away. Never throw them into brush, leaves, 
or needles. Don’t smoke while traveling 
through the woods. 


3. Making camp.—Before building a fire, scrape 
away all inflammable material from a spot 5 
feet in diameter. Dig a hole in the center, and 
in it build your camp fire. Keep your fire 
small. Never build it against trees or logs or 
near brush. 


4, Breaking camp.—Never break camp until your 
fire is out—“ dead out.” 


5. Brush burning.—Never burn brush or slash in 
windy weather or while there is the slightest 
danger that the fire will get away. 


6. How to put out a camp fire.—Stir the coals while 
soaking them with water. Turn small sticks 
and drench both sides. Wet the ground around 
the fire. If you can’t get water, stir in earth 
and tread down until packed tight over and 
around the fire. Be sure the last spark is dead. 





Cooperate with the forest officers in controlling fire by waiting for 
your smoke until you are in a safe place 
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GRAZING 


Forest cover is an important factor in watershed 
protection. Herbaceous plant cover—grasses and 
weeds—also exerts a marked influence in reducing 
the amount of surface run-off and in checking ero- 
sion. The forage resource is, therefore, so managed 
that a complete surface cover will be maintained 
and a reasonable supply of feed for livestock pro- 
duced at the same time. During the last several 
years the Routt Forest has furnished summer pasture 
for an average of 19,450 head of cattle and 135,000 
sheep, owned by 237 people. Cattle and sheep have 
well-defined range allotments on which they graze. 





F-38720A 


Sheep on summer range in forest 


The range wars and old-time hostility between 
cattle and sheep men have become matters of history. 
Each permittee is assigned to a definite range. 
Through cooperation of the permittees and forest 
officers the range is maintained in good condition 
year after year by proper adjustment of the num- 
ber and kind of stock to the carrying capacity of the 
range. 


RECREATION 


People from many States use the Routt National 
Forest for recreational purposes. During each of 
the past few years an average of 50,000 people have 
enjoyed the forest. Most of these people have 





Take care of your fire and be sure that it is entirely out before you 
leave. Set an example for the other fellow 








(4 37: 





The Routt Forest has 650 miles of improved and well-marked trails. 
They are yours to use and enjoy 








INFORMATION 


Officers of the Forest Service will gladly answer 
any inquiries regarding recreational trips, the re- 
sources of the forest, or the everyday work of for- 
esters. Information may be obtained from any of 
the forest officers at the addresses given below: 

Forest ranger, North Park District, Walden, Colo. 
Forest ranger, Gore District, Steamboat Springs, Colo. 


Forest ranger, Hahns Peak District, Steamboat Springs, 
Colo. 


Forest ranger, Bears Ears District, Hayden, Colo. 
Forest supervisor, Steamboat Springs, Colo. 





Clean and sanitary eamps are necessary to insure a healthful vaca- 
tion for yourself and those who follow you 
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merely driven over the roads; some of them used 
the forest for picnicking or camping trips and others 
stopped at the hotels and resorts or occupied summer 
cabins. 

Many places on the forest which may be reached 
over secondary automobile roads and horseback 
trails offer opportunities for those seeking recreation 
and enjoyment in the out-of-doors. The Routt For- 
est has 650 miles of improved trails, well marked 
with direction signs to guide the traveler. 

Public camp grounds located along the roads and 
trails provide conveniences in harmony with the sur- 
roundings and contribute toward the reduction of 
forest-fire danger. 





F-155898 


Rainbow Lake 


Resorts and “dude” ranches provide a greater 
degree of comfort for those who desire it. Informa- 
tion regarding these may be obtained from the com- 
mercial clubs in any of the local towns. 


PRIMITIVE AREAS 


The Mount Zirkel-Dome Peak Primitive Area, 
which includes 43,120 acres extending on both sides 
of the Continental Divide in the vicinity of the two 
mountain peaks after which the tract is named, con- 
tains the most picturesque scenic attractions on the 
Routt Forest. Mount Zirkel is the highest point, 
with an elevation of 12,220 feet. Red Elephant 
Mountain, the Flat Tops, and the Sawtooth Range 
are all prominent peaks of high scenic value. 

This primitive area includes on the east side of 
the Divide the headwaters of the Roaring Fork, Ute, 
Schaefer, and Big Creeks, and Encampment River. 





The average area burned annually on this forest is 58 acres 
Help us to reduce this figure 
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